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ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EURE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 

INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-03 

SS-20 USIA-15 AID-20 CEA-02 COME-OO EB-11 EA-11 

FRB-02 IO-14 NEA-10 OPIC-12 TRSE-00 CIEP-02 LAB-06 

SIL-01 SWF-02 OMB-01 DRC-01 /195 W 

052890 

P R 021725Z APR 74 

FM AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3839 

INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 

AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 

UESPN Q/AMEMB ASSY COPENHAGEN 337 

AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 

AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

AMEMBASSY ROME 

AMEMBASSY PARIS 

USMISSION EC BRUSSELS UNN 

USMISSION NATO BRUSSELS 

CONFIDENTIAL LUXEMBOURG 0212 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, UK, LU 

SUB J : CONVERSATION BETWEEN UK FOREIGN SECRETARY 
CALLAGHAN AND FOREIGN MINISTER THORN 

REF: LONDON 4086 

1. ON APRIL 2 MFA SECRETARY GENERAL WURTH BRIEFED 
DCM ABOUT APRIL 1 LUNCHEON CONVERSATION BETWEEN UK 
FOREIGN SECRETARY CALLAGHAN AND FOREIGN MINISTER 
THORN CONCERNING STATEMENT (REFTEL) CALLAGHAN MADE 
TO EC COUNCIL. CALLAGHAN ASKED THORN TO UNDERSTAND 
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THAT HIS STATEMENT WAS DRAWN DIRECTLY FROM THE LABOUR 
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PARTY PLATFORM AND THAT HIS GOVERNMENT'S ELECTORAL 
CREDIBILITY MADE IT IMPERATIVE FOR CERTAIN UNPLEASANT 
THINGS TO BE SAID. HE EXPLAINED THAT THE LABOUR 
PARTY HAD IN THE RECENT PAST LOST AN ELECTION WHEN 
IT FAILED TO FULFILL ITS ELECTION PROMISES. WITH 
NEW ELECTIONS LIKELY SOON, CALLAGHAN EXPLAINED THAT 
WILSON DID NOT WANT TO AGAIN BE CRITICIZED FOR FAILING TO 
CARRY OUT ELECTION PLEDGES. CALLAGHAN EXPLAINED THAT 
THE LACK OF A COALITION IN THE UK MADE IT DIFFICULT FOR 
A GOVERNMENT PARTY TO HIDE BEHIND A COALITION PARTNER 
IN TRYING TO AVOID ITS ELECTION PROMISES. 

2. WHILE THORN FOUND CALLAGHAN VERY PERSONABLE AND 
MODERATE, HE MADE CLEAR THAT THE GOL WOULD OPPOSE 
ANY RENEGOTIATION OF UK MEMBERSHIP IN THE EC. AS 
THORN SAID PUBLICLY IN THE APRIL 1 EC COUNCIL MEETING, 

THE GOL DISAGREED WITH THE UK'S "LACK OF VISION" AND 
MERCANTILISTS APPROACH TO THE EC. THORN ALSO TOLD 
CALLAGHAN THAT THE UK WOULD BE "TOTALLY ISOLATED" IF 
HMG TRIED TO IMPROVE ITS ELECTORAL POSITION BY ARGUING 
FOR RENEGOTIATION OF THE CONDITIONS OF UK MEMBERSHIP 
IN THE EC. FARKAS 
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